In the Claims 



Please amend Claims 1, 8 and 12 as follows: 



1. (twice amended) A method of fomiing and filling reclosable plastic bags comprising the 
steps of: 

continuously advancing a base film of plastic bag making material horizontally in a 
longitudinal direction^of said base film; 

loading productNin first and second longitudinally extending lines onto said base film at 
spaced apart bag length intervals, the products on said lines being disposed in transversely 
aligned rows; 

applying first and seconcfSslider operated zippers onto said base film between said lines of 
product, each of said zippers comprising first and second profiles having mating interlocking 
portions, and first and second flanges qctending fi"om respective said first and second profiles; 

applying a cover film of plastic Bag making material over said base fihn covering said 
lines of product and said zippers, said cover fihn being joined to said base fihn along 
longitudinally extending lines disposed on side\of said product opposite to said first and second 
zippers; 

joining a first portion of a width of the first flJinge of each of said first and second zippers 
to said base fihn whereby a second portion of the width of the first flange of each of said first 
and second zippers is firee of joinder to said base fihn, andjpining a first portion of the width of 
the second flange of each of said first and second zippers to\aid cover film whereby a second 
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portion of a width of the second flange of each of said first and second zippers is fi-e^f joinder 
to said cover film; 

longitudinally joining said base film to said cover film between sajid" first and second 
zippers ; 

sealing said base film to said cover film along transverse seal j^ctions on opposite sides 
of each row of product, said transverse seal sections extending/between said longitudinally 
extending lines joining said base film to said cover film; 

longitudinally cutting through said base fihn betweeniaid two zippers; and 
cutting through said transverse seal sections to release filled reclosable bags. 



8. (twice amended) The method in accordance with claim 1 wherein said first flange of said 
first zipper is joined to said first flange of said s/cond zipper and wherein said step of sealing 
said base film to said cover film is performed through a connection of said first flanges. 



12. (twice amended) An apparatus for fomiing and filling reclosable plastic bags comprising: 

means for horizontally advancinsf a base fihn of plastic bag making material continuously 

in a longitudinal direction of said base/nlm; 

means for transversely loading product in first and second longitudinally extending lines 

onto said base film at spaced apai/bag length intervals, the products on said lines being disposed 

in transversely aligned rows; 

means for applying fir^t and second slider operated zippers onto said base film between 

said lines of product, each 6f said zippers comprising first and second profiles having mating 
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interlocking portions, and first and second flanges extending from respective Jiaid first and 
second profiles; / 

means for applying a cover film of plastic bag making materialyover said base film 
covering said lines of product and said zippers, said cover film being joined to said base fihn 
along longitudinally extending lines disposed on sides of said prodim opposite to said first and 
second zippers; / 

means for joining a first portion of a width of the firsf flange of each of said first and 
second zippers to said base film whereby a second portion di a width of the first flange of each 
of said first and second zippers is free of joinder to said base film and joining a second portion of 
a width of the second flange of each of said first and se/ond zippers to said cover film whereby a 
second portion of a width of the second flange of ea<fli of said first and second zippers is free of 
joinder to said cover film; / 

means for sealing said base film to sam cover fihn along transverse seal sections on 
opposite sides of each row of product, said/ transverse seal sections extending between said 
longitudinally extending lines joining said base fihn to said cover film; 

means for longitudinally cutting through said base film between said two zippers; and 
means for cutting through said transverse seal sections to release filled reclosable bags. 



